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How would we do this 
Without our volunteers and  
 your generous support! 

SEE STORIES INSIDE 

****** THE MOST COLOSSAL 

                  launching in Rockland in the last 100 years. 

MARITIME                                                               MUSEUMS                                                                 MATTER           



AFTER 3 YEARS OF HARD LABOR 
She makes her debut into the sunlight 
Mast at the ready. Come on Oxen! 

The sinew of 16  
sturdy, patient 
hooves claw at  
the ruff paving  
towing the sloop 
at steady pace to  
the launching  
site.  
See it here: 
 https://youtu.be/gbF31IRc6BI 

                  THE   
      VERY  FIRST  SAIL AND 
              DIDEN’’T  SHE GO SOME SWEETLY  
              ACROSS THE  HARBOR TO THE  
               ADMIRATION OF ALL GAWKERS.  

A THOUSA ND THANKS TO  OUR  
             WONDERFUL VOLUNTEERS  
    who have spent  three years  restoring 
    this  little sloop  from the keel to mast head. 

Our Volunteers 

 

https://youtu.be/gbF31IRc6BI
https://youtu.be/gbF31IRc6BI


 

                     Captain Jim & Meg  Sharp 
  

Can you believe ---  
how fast the years go by….  This is year ten of the  

Sail, Power & Steam Museum.  Just 10 years ago Meg &  

I ( at 75 yrs) flunked retirement and jumped right off the  

deep end of the business world just as the economy went  

south (2007). It has been a struggle but we feel we have  

almost succeeded in making this a very viable museum.  

The façade of our door yard is graced with a magnificent 

65’ two masted schooner called GEM which is, of course, 

Meg spelled backward. The schooner was a donation by  

Tom Thompson about 4 years  

ago.   We took her out of the bay 

and dug berth six feet deep in the 

side yard and planted her with  

her bow riz up just enough to  

look saucy and able. We hope in the future to use her for  

training youth in the ways of a sailing ship.  Almost every day  

a new donation  comes through the door.  Then my friend Dave  

Westphal, a boat builder and marina operator in Key Largo,  

donated a magnificent 30’steam launch, complete including a  

wood burning boiler and 10 key calliope! How could I turn that  

down. We have Sail Power & Steam Museum emblazoned boldly on the topsides and we show it off in all the  

                                         local parades. She is a real head-turner.  Our good friend Duane Muzzy, an excellent 

                                         model maker in Florida has made several exquisite to scale  models for us to display.  

                                         The first was our Friendship Sloop “Blackjack” in a case and so perfect we could  

                                         consult it for reference when we went to restore the real one. Next was an incredible  

                                         model of the Lavinia M. Snow, three masts, fully rigged. 

                                         She was built by the Snow family in 1891 and had a long  

                                         and exciting  career until lost on Hatteras in 1930.   

                                                    FINEST KIND--OVER THE BAR…. 

A moment of remembrance for Captain Richard Spear, a grand skipper and good  

friend of the museum.  Special kudo's for a sterling individual who I admired and   

loved as I would my brother- Captain Orvil Young.  He was not just my best pal, but my mentor and business  

partner for over a quarter of a century and, we never had a signed piece of paper- that man’s hand-shake and  

that man’s word was more binding than a notarized certificate.  Orvil was a true Down-East gentleman! None 

finer, I feel truly privileged to have had his friendship over fifty five adventuresome years.  RIP old friend. 

 

                                                        Rockland’s greatest launching for the last 100 years was on Saturday,  July 7.   

                                                        An estimated 500  spectators  watched  as the 118 year old Friendship Sloop  

                                                       “Blackjack” , oldest surviving Morse  built sloop in the world was dragged to  

                                                        the launch site by a team of four lively, straining oxen, lured on by 14 Belfast  

                                                        fiddlers and driven by Paul & Cindy Cox, magnificent farmers that have used  

                                                        these animals on the farm exclusively until just 5 years ago when they bought  

                                                        their first tractor! My wife, Meg  rechristened the vessel to the drown of  the  

                                                        bagpiper, Capt. Ken Barnes,  we loaded 1500 lbs. of lead for ballast and took  

                                                        her for a sail across the harbor. This little boat doesn’t realize she is only 33’  

                                                        on deck.  She acts and tacks like a 50’ racing yacht.  She gibes, drives and  

                                                        thrives on it.  She has a mesmerizing tiller and is sure footed as a dog running  

                                                        on a stony beach.  Old Wilbur Morse surely knew what he was doing.   

                                                        You’ve got to try her.  



TAX TIP--In 2013, individuals who are 70 ½ and older can make a charitable contribution by transferring 

as much as $100,000 directly from their IRA to a charitable organization.  The IRA distribution is not 

included in the donor’s gross income yet is counted to satisfy minimum required distribution provisions 

Gordon Bok, Tom Goettel  

Veterans Free – thank you! 

Students $15  
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Meg Sharp, Founder,  Tom Hammermeister,  Treas. 
Gordon Bok, Tom  Goettel,  Alan Talbot, Capt. Mike 
McHenry , Zeb Sharp 
 
Advisors  



      *Blackjack* 
2    
 

2014 

Restoration ofAn Amazing Friendship Sloop 

2012 
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Restoring the sheer 

2014 
2014 

White oak for keel & frames 

New Keel 

Ralph Stanley checks up on us Marshall at the  
big ship’s saw 

Lunching 
    2018 



 

Free with donation 

   Sloop "Blackjack “ Restoration 
              is now completed 
We need Captains for two sloops 
Yes, the amazing donation of a 33’ Sloop is sailing!! 
Our shop and the volunteers are gearing up on new 
projects. An educational sailing school for young  
and active minds is now in the mixer.  Optimust 
prams are coming and a competitive fleet for the 
south end is up and running.  BUILD-SAIL-RACE ! 

          We need your help 
to complete  more educational projects 

Your contribution will be necessary, 
significant and consequential--- 
and will be ever so much appreciated !  
www.sharpspointsouth.com –www.sailpowersteammuseum.org 

Volunteers to help set up computers, web site maintenance, video 
displays,  help organize library, docent (guides), Grant writers, boat 
builders to instruct in dory shop, teacher for hands on sailing school. 
 

Museum quality model of Steamer Portland in a 
case excellent condition ($2000. offers considered) 
Half models of Friendship Sloops, Gloucester 
schooners and other, many photographs of the 
schooner fleet, a great variety of nautical books, 
musical CDs at bargain prices, new nautical 
collectables, and other nautical paraphernalia in 
our gift shop.   Check out our web site for info. 
             www.sailpowersteammuseum.org 
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